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trivial newspaper article. This it is, rather than
any set body of principle or dogma, that unites all
his work into a homogeneous whole : this, and a
perception of the inadequacy of human thought
ever to express the polymorphic truth about
things. He goes through life in a questing frenzy,
exclaiming at the magnificence or the stupidity of
everything he sees; yet all the time he is con-
scious that what he sees is but the foam on some
larger sea below.

Of this edition fourteen volumes have been
published and more are to come, each volume
furnished with its little preface. The model may
well have been one of the standard editions of
Stevenson: the "Vailima" is the nearest to it.
The print and paper are good, the photogravure
frontispieces interesting ; the binding is of stout,
red buckram, with pleasant italic lettering in gold.
It is a relief to handle a modern collected edition
which it is possible to touch more than five
minutes after one's bath : these perpetual white
covers on editions-de-luxe are a great nuisance.
Six hundred sets only are available for sale in the
United Kingdom. Why the " Atlantic " Edition, I
cannot make out, " Transatlantic " would have
had some sort of meaning, for the book is printed in
the U.S.A. '' Atlantic " might have suited Conrad;
but if the precedents of the Swanston Stevenson
and the Mellstock Hardy were to be followed at all,
something far more characteristic than the
"Atlantic" might have been found. There is a
hotel in Paris called the " Hotel of the Universe
and of Portugal" ; or, as the old book had it,